(Public Hearing, Ham Iton, Montana, October 1, 1997)

ALLAN WALTERS: Thank you. |'mAllan
Wal ters, House District 60. | represent the area of
Ham [ ton, Corvalis, Pinesdale and the rural area in
bet ween. Cbviously, | can't speak for all ny
constituents on this subject because we know we do have a
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di vided -- people are divided on this subject.

However, | do believe | speak for the vast

majority of the citizens in this area when | say that |'m
opposed to the reintroduction of grizzly bears because of
t he many reasons already stated. Nunber one being the

| oss of habitat which will nmean that the bears will not
stay where they're put. They will be down. W've
al ready seen that. 1've had one in the Pinesdal e area.

W had a boy who was dragged off his porch while he was
sl eepi ng overni ght by a black bear and recei ved severe
injuries fromthat bear.

There will be livestock damage. There will be
animal s destroyed. There will be |l oss of use because

we're going to be not able to use the woods. They' ||l be
-- when there's a conflict, we know they're going to be
areas closed -- they'll be areas closed to hunting. As a
hunter nyself, | already amwatchful for -- we have a
great many nountain lions in this area. |f we want

predators, we already have them W have |ots of
nmountain |ions.
And we really don't need to spend this noney.

It seens like -- | heard a thing a while back, it said,
"If it's not broke, don't fix it." And | don't really
see what the problemis. W haven't had grizzlies for 60
years. Wiy -- what's the big problem
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that we suddenly need grizzly bears here.

| know that a | ot of people feel like they were
here before and so we should have them again. But | nust
al so rem nd you that when our forefathers canme to this
country, that malaria was ranped on the East Coast, and
if we could reintroduce nmalaria on the East Coast, |
woul d be glad to make a contribution to that effect. And
we can then again have a reintroduced species on the East
Coast .

| really am not opposed to grizzly bear
reintroduction. Just don't do it here. Let's do it
sonmepl ace else. And that's all | have. Thank you



